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Prof. SAMAR GUHA 

Former Member of Parliament 




8/ 2, Cent 
Calcutta-32 


Q 

[Vat-Park 


Phone : 72-1600 

□1 Q 1 1934 


Dear Prime Minister, 



1 have sent the following 
on 31.12.33 

" Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
prime Minister 


telegram to 


New Delhi 


Please uphold nation's honour asking 
London Nigh Commissioner take legal 
ji action against Granada Television 
if maligning Netaji Subhsg Chandra Bose. 


"Ss r i 






With kind regards, 



Mrs . Indira Gandhi 
Prime Minister 
of India 
New Delhi 


Samar Guha" 

Yours sincerely, 
( S AM A R GUHA ) 
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PHIME KlmSTER’5 OFFICE <f ; V 

‘ / 

X enclose a copy oi a letter dated 1.1. 84- 

address ed to PH by Sbrl Samar Guha. 

Separata co les 

^ ( C.E. Gharekhan ) 

Joint Secretary 
7.1*1964. 

i orel gn Secretary 

Secretary. I<5B 

JSaP). MBA 
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J anuary 3 / , 1 98 3 
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Dear Shr Imat i Gandhi, 

You must have been aware by this time about the 
reaction of the people of all walks of life in West Bengal 
and outside about the denigration of our national leader, ■ 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose by the Granada Television, part 
of the Independent Television Network in Britain in their 
5o-minute documentarly on Netaji, entitled "War of the 
Springing Tiger”. It is reported by those who have seen the 
preview of the film in London that Netaji has been lebelled 
in it as "a clown in Jackboots”, and he has been projected 
as a traitor to the country. Insulting remarks have also been 
made about the roles of Gandhiji and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
* in the struggle for freedom of the country. 

V 

There is a very strong feeling among the people of 

West Bengal against this film. We, from the Government of 

West Bengal, would also like to record our protest against it. 

The Conference of Political Parties and Chief Ministers 

recently held in Calcutta also egress ed its resentment and 

condemnation against the reprehensible action of the Granada 

• * 

Television Company. A copy of the resolution is enclosed 
herewith. 

It is unfortunate that a section of the Indians, 
including Dr.Sisir Bose, who is now an MLA in West Bengal, had 
extended their help in producing this film, may be, without 
knowing the real Intention of the producers. They should have 
, been forewarned about the anti- Indian bias -of the producers, 
when they had requisitioned the service of £hri Nirod C. 
Chaudhuri. 

I have noted with appreciation that irrmediately 
after coming to know about the actual nature of the film, 
the High Commissioner of India in London had lodged a protest 
against it. The Minister for. External Affairs, Ehri Narasimha 
Kao has also announced that the film, in the present form, 
will not be allowed ’to be shown in India. But, I think, these 
are not enough. It is reported that the Granada Television 
have ignored all these protests and the show of the film has 
started in London. 


I would request you to take up this matter with the 
U.K* Government immediately and urge upon them to take 
suitable action to prevent the screening of the film in any 
t>art of the world including Britain as was done in the' 

'case of the film “Death of a Princess 1 ’ . 

* 

With .kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
( Jyjpjii Basil ) 




sjhrimati Indira Gandhi, 
Frime Minister of India, 
New Delhi. 



Resolution Condemning Action of Granada Television Company 

This Calcutta Conference of the Folitical Farties 
and Chief Ministers expresses its resentment and 
condemnation against the reprehensible action of the 
Granada Television Company of U.K. in producing a film 
on Netaji, in which Netaji and the national leaders of 
our country have been projected in distorted manner. 

This Conference, demands of the Government of India 
to take suitable actions to prevent the screening of the 
film in India and outside. 






to 


P M ' yji ' 


Please see and bring to Foreign Minister's 
notice. Grateful for Indication of the lines on 
which P.M. could reply. 



(B.7. Sharada Prasad) 
25 January 1984 


Foreign Secretary 

if.M.’d Ofiw* «* 
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New Delhi, 
February 1?, 198*f 


Dear Shrl Jyoti Basu, 



I have your letter of January 21 regarding Granada 
Television's film on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Any 
disrespect to Netaji will naturally be resented by people 
not only of Bengal but the whole of India. I am told that 
this particular film adepts a condescending attitude to 
our entire Independence movement. 

As you have observed, we did all we could to forestall 
the showing of this film on British Television. Unfortunately 
cur attempts did not succeed. 

In view of the feelings within the country, this matter 
is being taken up with the British Government. I hope the 
British Government will cooperate with us in avoiding needless 
affront to our public opinion and will see to it that the 
film is not put on the air again. But even if the Government 
is willing, I am told that the BBC does not always oblige. 


Yours sincerely, 



(Indira Gandhi ) 



Ghri Jyoti Basu, 

Chief I inis ter of tfest Bengal, 
Calcutta * 






\ 


C A ' 

British Broadcasting Corporation 

1 Nizamuddin East New Delhi-1 10013 India 
Telephones : 616108 616102 
Telegrams & Cables : LONCALLING, New Delhi 

Telex : 2927 BBC IN 


Jo#r 


February 25, 1984, 


I enclose a copy of a recent renort 
w u ich appeared in the Calcutta Telegraph , , v .. £ - t 

of 2 3rd February, The report quotes a ) 

letter the Prime Minister has written tn 
the West Bengal Chief Minister saying 
that even if the British government is 
willing to cooperate with the Indian 
Government in banning the film on Netaj i 
the BBC do n s not alwavs obliae. I am sure 
that this must be a misquotation of the 
Prime Minister's letter. The BBC never 
made a film on Netaj i. It was made by an 
independent Television Company. The BBC 
of course is also not responsible for the 
programme made about the assassination 
of the Indian diplomat which has caused 
a controversy. 


« 


With kind regards. 


-up- U*r 


, 1 \ D„ D ( 

y^xJ \ Vs 




Yours 



{ Mark Tully ) 
CHIEF 0" BUREA TT 


o Mr, H.Y, Sharada Prasad, 
u \ -^^In formation Adviser to the Pri m Q Minister, 
P.M.'s Secretariat, 

-'■'■"'New Delhi, 
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PM: Ban on 
Netaji film 
^difficult 

By A Staff Reporter 

Calcutta, Feb, ZZ- The Prime 
Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, has 
said that even if the British 
government is willing to cooper- 
ate with the Indian government 
in banning the film on Netaji, 
"the BBC does not always 
* oblige,” She said this in a letter 
to the West Bengal chief minis- ■ 
ter, Mr Jyoti Basu, who had 
earlier written, asking her to 
request the British government 
to stop the screening of the BBC 
\t film on Netaji, War of the 
U Springing Tiger \ 

' Mrs Gandhi has replied that 
“Any disrespect to Netaji will 
naturally be resented by people 
not only of Bengal, but the whole 
of India. I am told that -this 
particular film* adopts a conde- 
scending attitude to our entire 
independence movement .' 1 

The letter further said, "We 
did all we could to forestall the 
showing of this film on British 
television. Unfortunately, our 
attempts did not succeed,” She 
said that the matter will be 
taken up with the British govern- 
ment and hoped that 'it would 
cooperate. 
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New Delhi . 

•Juhe21. 1984 
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Dear Shrl Joychandra 


■■ 

, 01 . ■- - . ■ 

tianara singn, , % , ; ^ , 

'■ ■ 

Please refer to your letter of 23rd Hay 


1984, addressed to the Prime Minister , suggesting 
that the remains of Netajl Subhash Chandra Bose 
should be brought to India from the Renkoji Temple 
in Tokyo where they are at present, , •' .. i 

i '■ 

As your letter Itself suggests, you are aware 
of the controversy surrounding this question, 
including the serious reservations expressed by , 
some members of Netaji’s family. This controversy 
has figured In our media from time to time and 
also In the Parliament, ' v / v 

I need hardly state that we all hold Netajl 
In very high esteem. But, at the/ same time 
we would be reluctant to do anything which might 
only add to the controversy surrounding Netajl* s 
remains. Your letter gives thh impression of > 
possible rethinking on the part of some members of 
v the Netajl family 'on this question. It would be 
better If those members of tha Netajl family wfco 
have been opposed to this Idea in the past were to 
formally communicate their views to us, - 
particularly If they think differently now. 

- 1 ‘ ■ ■ A . 

■ ■ , . ' -v— ** ■ j(fe. 

I fully agree with you that there should be 
a national consensus on this question before the 1 ; 
Government takes a formal decision so that a j >* : 
controversy in any form is avoided at a later stage,. 
Any efforts on 'your part towards this end would be 
most welcome. - ' 


With kind regards. 


. 

:.jV \ t v. . 

' ■«; - V| . •• . 


f ’ 


/ /• 


^ l 1 - r 7 * 

I - 

* 7 

■ - 




V - ■ il 

4 l 

• 1 - r 



U.\ 


i Yours sincerely, 

/ ' /■ 

(P.V. Narasimha Raq%>y / '■*'» ■ MV 


1 1 


Shri L. Joychandra Singh 
Prajatantra Buildings 
Imphal 
(Manipur) t) 
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Copy to Shri 
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